CHAPTER XVI

THE   DANTZIC  EPISODE

EMPEROR FREDERICK, son of the monarch whom I desig-
nate specifically my master, made it easy for me, by
his amiability and confidence, to transfer to him the
affection which I had cherished for his father. He
was more open than his father had been to the constitu-
tional ideal that I as minister bore the responsibility for
the policy of the crown. He was also less hampered by
family traditions in adjusting himself to political necessi-
ties, domestic and foreign. All assertions of lasting dis-
cord in our relations are unfounded. A discord indeed,
but only short-lived, was occasioned by the transaction in
Dantzic, in speaking of which the publication of the post-
humous papers of Max Duncker1 permits me to use less
reserve than would otherwise have been the case. On
May 31, 1863, the Crown Prince started for the province
of Prussia to review the army there. Before leaving he
begged the King in writing to avoid any issuing of regula-
tions. He travelled in the same train with von Winter,
Burgomaster of Dantzic, whom he invited into his coup4,
and afterwards visited on his estate at Culm. On June 2
the Crown Princess followed him to Graudenz; on the day
before had appeared the royal press ordinance founded on
a ministerial report which was published at the same time.
On June 4 his Royal Highness addressed a letter to the

1 R. Haym, Das Leben Max Dunckcrs (Berlin 1891) pp. 292-3.
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